GO LARGE
What if you’re really fired up about poverty and justice?  What if you want to take it further – much further?  Here are ten ways to get really serious about the issues...

Shout loudly

Make a noise!  Make a positive pain of yourself.  Write letters.  Write to your MP.  Take it beyond letters and make a campaign.  Raise the issue through publicity stunts and leaflets.  Tell the people in your church.  Speak up for those who have no voice themselves.

Spend wisely

Businesses need customers.  So make sure that you get something in return.  Ask your favourite stores about their ethical policy.  Encourage your local shops to embrace fair trade.

Read avidly

Become an avid newsreader.  Most newspapers now have online versions, so you can search for items that concern you or set alerts to warn you when stories on subjects that concern you come up.  There might be blogs that tell others about particular issues or forums.  Be intelligent about gathering information: go find it and don’t wait for it to come to you.

Live responsibly

The way we live has an impact on the planet and the people (generally poor) who live here.  So make changes to your lifestyle.  Use low-energy, organic or fairly traded alternatives.  Cut your need to consume.  Trade fairly, live lives that are more green.  At its heart, the issue of poverty and justice is about the way we live.

Give lavishly

Getting involved in poverty and justice is not about money, but there’s no doubt that it helps.  Look at your own finances and work out what you can give.  If you can, commit to giving regularly to a cause that you care about.  Don’t have much money yourself?  Then see what you can raise through your own creativity, time and effort.

Travel meaningfully

More and more Christians are finding that nothing beats actually going out and getting your hands dirty.  There are lots of ways for you to get involved, from spending a few weeks to devoting several months or a gap year.  But be warned: these visits can change your life, permanently.

Think biblically

We’ve highlighted some of the key verses of the bible.  But the amazing thing about the bible is that, however deep you dig, there is always more to discover.  So why not read the whole thing?  And why not learn some key verses, commit them to memory and make them a core part of your life?

Study purposefully

More and more colleges and universities are offering courses on aid and development, peace and reconciliation and all kinds of other related issues.  Or, if you have a school project, see if you can use it to explore issues that really matter to you.

Volunteer enthusiastically

Give up some of your time each week to help out at a local charity or not-for-profit organisation.  Homeless shelters, after-school clubs, environmental concerns, youth and community work – there are loads of opportunities, all around you.  You can also donate time in smaller ways.  Maybe you could do something as simple as give your time to an elderly neighbour?

Pray continually

Prayer changes things.  Prayer makes a difference.  Share your concerns with God.  Use pictures and images to remind you to pray.  Pick a charity and pray for its work.  Organise prayer meetings on matters of concern.  Become a praying person.
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